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precise reforms that Cains Gracchus attempted. His general aim, in Beedy's
words, was " to overthrow the senatorial government, and give the chief share
of the executive power to the mercantile class, and the chief share of" the
legislative power to Italians." But it is by no means a hostile criticism that
supposes certain ulterior motives, in which the personal ambitions of Gracchus
had a place. Founding Ms hopes on the support of the people, it is still possible
that Cains hoped ultimately to establish a monarchy, of which he was to be the
head. As to the precise place that such an ambition had among his thoughts,
it would be futile to inquire. As Beesly very wisely suggests; " in such vast
schemes there must have been much that was merely tentative." But it is
perhaps not quite so certain as this critic has supposed, that the empire would
have been established a century earlier than it was, had Gracchus lived and
retained his influence.

George Long d says : " We may acquit the Gracchi of the Roman vice of
greediness, but not of ill-directed ambition. Their object was not to enrich
themselves, but to destroy the power of the Optimates by rousing against
them the people, and using their votes to make a revolution. But this
popular agitation increased an evil which already existed. The Gracchi
used the popular vote for their purpose, as the nobles had long used it
for their ends. Under the name of the public interest men on both sides
sought their o\ra.*a
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